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The title of this edition reflects the fact that this book is the most thorough and cuurrent work in print

for all bird owners. It covers all aspects of pet bird ownership, including selection, nutrition, behavior,

home physicals, emergency medical care, preventive medicine and much more. Keep it by the cage

for quick reference. User friendly with an index of signs for medical treatment and applicable for all

species of pet birds.
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As the title indicates, this book is "complete". Dr. Gallerstein starts off with a chapter to really make

a person think about whether a pet bird would be right for you. If the answer to this is "yes", he then

goes on to help you decide which bird you should be looking for - age, size, noise level, how to pick

a healthy bird, etc.He gives a brief description of several types of birds, indicating where they live in

the wild, their size, noise level, age at maturity, activity level, playfulness, destructiveness,

cuddliness, talking potential, biting potential and whether they are good for first-time bird owners. He

also gives the potential life span for these birds.Dr. Gallerstein then talks about bringing your new

bird home. He gives some excellent examples of the "do's and the don'ts" to help a bird owner

introduce a new bird into the household. He talks about what causes stress & how to reduce stress

as well as the daily care and the weekly care required for this bird and a few time saving tips to help

you out.The chapter on proper caging & furnishings provides plenty of information to help you make

a decision about what is required for birds ranging from finches, canaries & budgies to the macaws.

There is even a shopping list provided so that you don't forget anything when you go to the pet

supply store to pick out your bird's accessories.The nutrition chapter covers information for new bird



owners as well as experienced bird owners. Dr. Gallerstein explains what should be fed to your bird

as well as why so you will have a good reason to start making changes in your bird's diet, if you

haven't been following this advice. This chapter ends with some wonderful recipes.
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